12/17/2003 06:12 5404281721 


KILYK BOWERSOX PLLC 


PAGE 58 


-43- 

ABSTRACT 

A drilling fluid or mud is described wherein the drilling fluid contains at least one alkali 
metal formate or monovalent carboxylic acid salt. The drilling fluid preferably further contains at 
least one emulsifier or surfactant and at least one hydrocarbon-based fluid. The drilling fluids of 
5 the present invention can contain other conventional ingredients. The present invention permits 
drilling fluids to be essentially solids free due to the use of the alkali metal formate. 


PACE 58/58 * RCVD AT 12/17/2CM)3 6:11:25 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 * DNIS:8729310 * CSID:5404281721 * DURATION (mm-SS): 20-52 


